Quick Start Guide for XTractor

In order to get started using XTractor quickly, you can review this document and follow the steps outlined. This
document provides the basic information to get started — for more complete details on functionality and usage,
refer to the XTractor help file or printed documentation.

This guide assumes that XTractor has been installed on your PC and that you are ready to use the software. If
you have difficulties during this process, consult the Troubleshooting section at the end of this document.

Step 1 — Launch XTractor

From your PC’s Start menu, select Programs | XTractor, then the XTractor item. XTractor will start up. The
first time XTractor is started, a splash screen will appear, followed by a registration display, similar to the one
below.

XTractor Registration E]

This software has not been registerad. You
may chaose ta enter your user information
including your release key or run this software
ina 10 day demo mode. Pressing cancel will
exit the application

Uszer Mame |

Company Mame |

Releaze Key |

Reaqister Demo Mode LCancel

If you are trying out XTractor, click on the [Demo Mode] button. If you have purchased XTractor and wish to
register the product now, fill in the blanks, being sure to enter the Release Key exactly as it was provided to you,
and then click on the [Register] button.

Note:

If you have installed the apt-X™ option, you will also see a dialog similar to the one below. This
is the apt-X license display, indicating that you are using the encoder in EVALUATION mode.
You can use the apt-X encoder for 10 days before you need to purchase a license to continue
using the encoder.
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S0FT apt-X

M0

454C-F18

i+ ' Enter application

" Unlock application
~

~

Application status:

EVALUATION

SSIE

Site code

Days left; | 10
Uses left: | NAA

Init code

Mew Site code:

Cancel ‘ Continue >>|

Yl 4

AUDTITO PROCESSING
T E € H N O L O G Y

Following the splash screen and registration dialogs, if any, the main display will appear, similar to the one show
below.

v.* XTractor

File Edit Help

Flay Outro

Cart Numberl

Dezcription |

Agency |
Start Date

Stop Date

Log Length

114742003
Actual Length

MIEEERY
A Mark

Sample A ate

Farmat

|
Owarer
1 %

Distributian

D Status Est. Output File Size {bytes)

32 | fapt |
f* Steren [ Auto
" Mono [ Save Wave
[ Dyna“Level
CD Audio to DCS

0

CD Audio Converted

Extraction Time

¥ WCCC ~
[\ KCCC

[ Station 3

[T Station 4

[T Station 5

[T Station &

[~ Station 7

[ Station 2

[~ Station 3 “

Start Copy ‘ Stop Cnp_l,l‘
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Step 2 — Configure XTractor

Before using XTractor for the first time, some configuration needs to be done. This guide will focus on the basic
items only — for more detailed information on configuration options, see the help file shipped with XTractor.

First, select Edit | Preferences from the main menu:

¥4 XTractor

Trim and Tail Edit Y olume
Get D Info Cart Numher|
R EEE Description |
fugency |
Start Date Stop Date Laog Lenath
L B N PP P < R
Actual Length A Mark Owarer
| | 13
[+ Pia [=] 5to B Play Outro o
o2 H = H ‘ e ‘ Sample Rate Forrmat Distribution
a2 +| [apt +| | WL »
| =) Jertx ~] b e
o Steren [ Auto [~ Station 3
[ Station 4
(" Mono [ Save Wave [ Station 5
[ Dyna"Level | [T Station B
i [~ Station 7
CD Audio to DCS [ Station 8
14 [ Station 9 w
CD Audio Converted Statt Copy | Stop Copy |
D Status Esk, Output File Size {bytes) Extraction Time
The configuration dialog is displayed, as below:
Config g]
Distribution | CO-ROM | CODE | Options |
Digital Audio Output Path
[W\CompagtyOLTALIDION |
% Default Mode
Default Sample B ate " Maono
32
| {* Stereo
Default Owner |a|:|t-><[4:‘| Eompressinn]j
|1 :
Export
Outra Time [Sec's)
|3IJ ﬂ " Export to D afie LM
f¢ Expart direct to ACP
Audio Block Size " Export direct to
32788 = DC5/Maestro
Save x Cancel
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First, set the Digital Audio Path. This is the location where finished audio files will be placed. This can be a
UNC path or a standard path. Use the ellipse button adjacent to the field to pop-up a folder selection dialog.

Set the Default Mode. Choose Stereo, then the storage method from the drop-down list. Depending on
features installed with XTractor, the drop-down list could display as many as three choices.

For our example, we’ll select apt-X™ as the default storage method:

Hint:
This format can be changed as needed on the main display.

General | Distribution | CD-ROM | CDDE | Options |

Diigital Audio Output Path

[\\Compag/OL14ALIDIDY e
Detault Mode

Default Samole Rate " Mono

|32 j ¥ Steren

Default Qwrer
I

Outro Time [Sec's]
|BD ﬂ " Export to D afie MLM

* Export direct to ACF

Audio Block Size ™ Ewport direct bo
32768 = DICS Maestra

Save x Cancel

Now, set the Export type. Our system is an ACP (Audio Central Plus) system, so we've selected Export Direct
to ACP as our export method. ACP system users could also select Export to DAFIE NLM, but the method we
chose is faster and more efficient.

General | Distribution | CD-ROM | CDDE | Options |

Diigital Audio Output Path

|\\EampanDL1 WAoo J
Default Mode
Default Samole B ate " Mono
a2
| % Steren
Default Owner |a|:nt-><[4:'| Complessiun]ﬂ
1 -
Export
Outro Time [Sec's]
|BD ﬂ " Ewport to Dafie ML
@ Export diect to AL
Audio Block Size © Enport dira%t to
32768 = DICS Maestra

Save x Cancel
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Note:

If you do not have an ACP system, select the Export Direct to DCS/Maestro method, which
will produce a DCS or Maestro-ready audio file (.DAF). Depending on whether you use DCS or
Maestro, you may have to perform a manual copy later to get the finished audio file to the
correct audio location.

Leave the rest of the values on this first tab as the defaults — 32kHz sample rate, Stereo, Default Owner node as
1, outro time as 5 seconds, block size as 32768.

Select the Distribution tab. Here, we’'ll name our stations and set defaults for which stations (work stations) will
be receiving the audio.

| co-roM | cope | Options |

General ||

e
¥ KCCC

[ Station 3

[ Station 4

[] Station &

[ Station B

[ Station 7

[ Station &

[ Station 3

[ Statiorn 10

[ Station 11

[] Station 12

[ Station 13 i

Edit

Edit the station name
Save X Cancel

Select the first station listed (Station 1) and click on the [Edit] button.

Station Mame |'W'|:|:|:

X concl

Type the name of the station for Station 1 (Node 1) and click [OK]. Repeat these actions for each station you
wish to name. For purposes here, only the first two stations (nodes) have been named. You'll notice we also
placed a check mark for the two stations, indicating they are to receive finished files as a default.
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Next, select the CD-ROM tab:

General | Distibution  CO-ROM IEDDBI Options |

COROM Path

<E:» HP - DVD "Whiter 200 ﬂ

<0 SAMSUNG - CORW./DVD Sh-3038
sE:x HP - DD w
CD Copy Speeds |Defau|t ﬂ
[~ Sector Sync [~ lgnore CD Speed
Block Size 26 =
Digital Copy Yolume 15000 =

Save x Cancel

On this page, we'll only select the default CD-ROM to use. If you have more than one CD-ROM in your PC,
they all will be displayed in the drop-down list.

For now, leave all other items on this page as they are.

Note we’re skipping the CDDB and Options tabs. There are no settings on these pages that we need be
concerned with for now.

Click on the [Save] button to save your settings. The preferences display will be closed, returning you to the
main display.

Reminder:
Be sure to save your preference settings.

Step 3 — Converting (Ripping) a Track

If you don’t already have a CD inserted in your CD-ROM drive, do so now.

Note:

Depending on your Windows system settings, you may see a dialog similar to the example
shown below. You may also find that the Windows CD Player or some other application
automatically launches when an audio CD is inserted (Windows Auto-Play feature is enabled).
If you see a dialog similar to the one here, select the “No Action” option. If the Windows CD
Player or similar application opens automatically, close that application.

For best results, we recommend that the “AutoPlay” or “AutoRun” feature for your CD-ROM be
disabled. For instructions on disabling the feature, see the XTractor help file topic “Appendix
B”, which provides instruction links for both the Windows 9x family and NT family of operating
systems.
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Audio CD (E:) X

Windows can perform the zame action each time you inzert
a disk or connect a device with this kind of file:

A Music CD

YWhat do pou want ‘wWindows to do? %

Play &udio CO
uzing Windows Media Player

__,./ Open folder to view files

uzing Windows Explorer

G T ake no action

[] &hways do the selected action.

[ ak. H Cancel ]

The main display will be updated to display the tracks on the CD. Select the first track by clicking on it.

v.* XTractor E“El g]

File Edit Help

Cart Numherl

Description |Track 01

Agency |
Start Date Stop Date Log Length
11742003 | Nz - (040
Actual Length A Mark Qwiner
|04:30.65 |04:30.65 1 3
Fla [=] 5tn F Play Outro A
‘ J = H =b H . s ‘ Sample Rate  Format Distribution
1RE v | [aptx =] |I¥] WECC ~
| | fantx D e
[ Track 03 f* Steren [ Auto [ Station 2
[ Track 04 (" Mono [ Save Wave - Stat!on 4
[T Track 05 [~ Station 5
[T Track 05 [~ Dyna™Level | [T Station &
™ Track 07 , [" Station 7
[ Track 08 LD Audio to DLS [T Station 8
[T Track 09 0% [T Station 9 "
[T Track 10 _
[ Track 11 CD Audio Converted Statt Copy Stop Copy
[T Track 12
D Status Stop Esk. Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,555 Extraction Time

Figure 1 - Selecting a Cut to Convert

Now that we’ve selected a track, we’ll preview the audio. Click on the [Play] button. You should hear the audio
playing and see the VU meters reflecting the audio level.
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¥4 XTractor

File Edit Help
N ot
N Desciption [Track 01
Aagency |
Start Date Stop Date Laog Lenath
ngemd .| 120302037 - |0430
Actual Length A Mark Dwiner
|04:30.65 |04:30 65 1 =
D By | i H Play Oujire ‘ Sample Rate Bl = Distribution
0 i |32 ﬂ |a|:ut->< j v WICCC ~
[ Track 02 v KECE
[T Track 03 s Steren [ Auto - Stat!nn 3
[ Track 04 (" Mono [ Save Wave r Stal!nnﬂl
I— Track 05 I- Station &
[ Track 06 [~ Dyna™Level | [T Station B
IE Treck 27 CD Audio to DCS I Station 3
[T Track 09 0% [T Station 9 "
[T Track 10 _
™ Track 11 CD Audio Converted Statt Copy Stop Copy
[T Track 12
D Status Flaying Esk. Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,555 Extraction Time

Figure 2 - Auditioning the Cut

You can use the Volume slider to adjust the level to peak at your preferred mark:

¥4 XTractor

File Edit Help
NI ot
(T, Desciption [Track 01
: Aagency |
Start Date Stop Date Laog Lenath
ngemd .| 120302037 - |0430
Actual Length A Mark Dwiner
|04:30.65 |04:30 65 1 =
D By H i H Play Oujire ‘ Sample Rate Bl = Distribution
g Tk @« [ <] [ wECD -
[ Track 02 v KECE
[T Track 03 s Steren [ Auto - Stat!nn 3
[ Track 04 (" Mono [ Save Wave r Stat!on 4
I— Track 05 I- Station &
[ Track 06 [~ Dyna™Level | [T Station B
IE Treck 27 CD Audio to DCS I Station 3
[T Track 09 0% [T Station 9 "
[T Track 10 _
™ Track 11 CD Audio Converted Statt Copy Stop Copy
[T Track 12
D Status Flaying Esk. Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,555 Extraction Time

Figure 3 - Setting Copy Volume

Once you have the audio level set to where you want i, click on the [Stop] button to stop audio playback.
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Now, we’re going to set the Aux Mark for the audio cut. Click on the [Play Outro] button. The last few seconds
of the cut plays and the button display changes to read [Set Aux]. When you hear the point at which you wish
to set the mark, click on the [Set Aux] button, which updates the time value in the Aux Mark field in the right-
hand portion of the display.

v.* XTractor

File Edit Help

Cart Numberl

Diescription |Tlack m

Agency |

Start Date Stop Date Log Length

114742003 | Nz - (0430

Actual Length A b ark, Dwrer

= |04:30.65 |04:27.75 1 3%
2] Set Aux o
H = Sample Fate  Format Distribution

32 =] |ap | |I¥ WEEE -
[ Track 02 ¥ KECE
[ Track 03 f+ Stereo [ Auto [ Station 3

Station 4

[ Track 04 " Mono [ Save Wave [ Sta o
I- Track 05 I_ Station B
[T Track 05 [ Dyna™Level | [T Station B
I Track 07 - [ Station 7
[ Track 08 CD Audio b DCS [ Statian &
[T Track 03 o [~ Station 3 “
[T Track 10 _
[ Track 11 CD Audio Converted ShnEeay ‘ S By ‘
[T Track 12
D Status Playing Est. Outbput File Size {bytes) 8,600,558 Extraction Time

Figure 4 - Setting the Aux Mark

All that’s left is to fill in the “cart label” — the cart number, description, agency, start and end dates.

Select the Cart Number field and type in a 4-digit cart number that will be used by DCS or Maestro. Then, fill in
the Description and Agency fields.

Hint:
Use the [Tab] key to navigate to the next field.
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¥4 XTractor

File Edit Help

Y olume
Cart Mumber |F|T1 ]

Descrption |Elldies Show Segment 1

Agency |Weekend Oldied |

Enker & T for D¢
Start Date Stop Date reer geEc';; ._aI.J.E,.?r

ngemd .| 120302037 - |0430

Actual Length A Mark Dwiner
|04:30.65 |04:27.75 1 =

Distribution

‘ Play H [=] Stop H Play Outra ‘

Sample Rate Farmat

2 | [stx <] |I¥ WECCC ~
[T Track 02 rd KCEEE
[T Track 03 s Steren [ Auto [ Station 3
[ Track 04 " Mono | Save'Wave r Stat!on 4
[T Track 05 [T Station 5
[ Track 06 [~ Dyna™Level | [T Station B
[ Track O7 i I Stat!un 7
[ Track 03 LD Audio to DCS [ Station 8
[T Track 09 0% [T Station 9 "
[T Track 10 .
[ Track 11 CD Audio Converted Start Copy Stop Copy
[T Track 12
D Status Stop Esk. Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,555 Extraction Time

Figure 5 - Entering Cart Information

We’'re now ready to copy (rip) the audio to DCS or Maestro. Click on the [Copy to DCS] button. The audio will
be copied from the CD to your hard disk, converted to a DCS (or Maestro) formatted file, then sent to the export
location you specified in Preferences.

+.' XTractor A=l

File Edit Help

Cart Mumber |F|T1 1]

Description |Elldies Show Segment 1
Aagency |Weekend Oldies

Start Date Stop Date Laog Lenath

neenn: o =\ 120302057 - |04E0

Actual Length A Mark Owarer

|04:30.65 |04:27.75 1 3%
[+] Play H [x] Stop H Flay Outro ‘ Distibution

Sample Fate  Format

v 2 | [mx +| [P WELE 3
Il v KCCC

r * Stereo [ Auto [T Station 3

r i Mono [ Save Wave r Stat!un-'-l

r [ Station &

- [ Dyna"Level | [T Station B

- : [ Station 7

r CD Audio to DCS ™ Station &

Il PCM~DC [~ Station 9 w
I_ .

r CD Audio Converted |
-

D Status Stop Esk, Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,558 Extraction Time  [0:00:28

Figure 6 - Copying Audio
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During the process, the progress bar will be updated several times. At completion of the process, the display
reflects the successful copy and conversion of the audio and XTractor is ready to do another cut:

+.4 XTractor
File Edit Help

Cart Mumber

Description |Elldies Show Segment 1
Aagency |Weekend Oldies

Start Date Stop Date Laog Lenath
neenn: o =\ 120302057 - |04E0
e Actual Length A Mark Owarer
o ' 5 |04:30.65 |04:27.75 1 3%
NEE (M) St = Play Outro -
‘ J i H J 2P H . Y ‘ Sample Fate  Format Distribution
[Pl Track 01 |32 ﬂ |a|:ut->< j [ WwCCC ~
[ Track 02 v KECE
[T Track 03 f* Steren [ Auto [ Station 3
[ Track 04 i Mono [ Save Wave E Stat!un 4
I_ Track 05 I_ Station 5
[ Track 08 [ Dyna"Level | [T Station B
I Track 07 - 7] Station 7
I Track 08 CD Audio to DCS [ Station 8
[T Track 09 Corveert bo apt 100% [ Station 9 R
[T Track 10 k
[T Track 11 LD Audio Converted  Copy progress to DCS Formatl
[ Track 12 T T
D Status Stop Esk, Output File Size (bytes) 8,600,558 Extraction Time  [0:00:34

Figure 7 - Conversion Complete

Congratulations! You've just used XTractor to create your first DCS or Maestro audio file. You’ll notice that it
took XTractor just 32 seconds to process the 474 -minute cut, a major time-savings.

For more information on additional features and options available when using XTractor, consult the on-line
XTractor help file or the printed documentation.

Troubleshooting

Occasionally, you may encounter some difficulties getting the conversion process (ripping) to work. Most often,
the problem is caused by interaction of other applications with the CD-ROM from which you are reading audio or
by problems with the CD-ROM device itself.

The first thing to check is whether or not a CD player application has launched and gained control of the CD-
ROM. Often, the CD player application will appear in the Windows taskbar. If so, close the player application
and XTractor should then be able to gain control of the CD-ROM. We recommend that the “AutoRun” or
“AutoPlay” feature for your CD-ROM be disabled to avoid contention between XTractor and another application.

Other problems you may encounter may be related to the operating system on your PC. If you are running
XTractor on a PC with Windows NT4, Windows 2000, or Windows XP, you may need to install ASPI on your
computer. Please review Appendix B of XTractor’s on-line help for instructions on using XTractor with Windows
NT, Windows 2000 or Windows XP. The documentation shows you how to determine if you need to install
ASPI, instructions for installing and optimizing ASPI, and a list of common error messages you may see in
XTractor if ASPI is not installed correctly.
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Some CD-ROM'’s can also “fool” XTractor into believing there is a CD inserted in the CD-ROM when, in fact, the
drive is empty. The CD-ROM will report a “ready” state to XTractor, even though there is no CD inserted. You
may see an error message similar to the one shown here:

XTractor.exe - Mo Disk E

@ There is no disk in the drive, Please insert a disk into drive E:.

Ty Again | Conkinue ‘

On the surface, it would appear that you can click on [Cancel] or [Continue] to go on, but the error message will
continue to appear and you can’t get around it. This is known to happen with an HP DVD200i DVD RW drive on
occasion.

The solution for this problem is to insert a CD, wait until the CD-ROM drive has finished recognizing the CD,
then click on any of the error message buttons. XTractor operations should return to normal.
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