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1 Quick Start Guide for XStudio Voice Tracker

In order to get started using XStudio Voice Tracker quickly, you can review this document
and follow the steps outlined. This document provides the basic information to get started —
for more complete details on functionality and usage, refer to the XStudio Voice Tracker help
file or printed documentation.

This guide assumes that XStudio Voice Tracker has been installed on your PC and that you
are ready to use the software.

1.1 Step 1 - Launch XStudio Voice Tracker

From your PC's Start menu, select Programs | XStudio Voice Tracker, then the XStudio
Voice Tracker item. XStudio Voice Tracker will start up. The first time the program is started,
a splash screen will appear, followed by a notice that the application is not registered, and
finally the main display.
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03 -00:00:00 [F4] = Rec/Stop Rec
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In order to use XStudio Voice Tracker, you must define at least one station for which you will
be doing voice tracks. Defining a station is accomplished via the main menu Edit |
Preferences item. The next section of this guide covers the basics of setting up a station.
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1.2  Step 2 - Configure XStudio Voice Tracker

To edit preferences, select Edit | Preferences from the main menu. The tabbed Preferences
dialog appears, with the General tab active, as shown here:

Tracker Preferences @

Stationz | Cart Masks | Music Data | Uszer Interface|

Voi

Flay/Record Seftings Selected Audio Devices
Rehearsal Playback Device

Outro Play Length 10 = I I (7)
10 =
Iniro Play Length Mix Playback Device Help
Max Record Length I v] [E
DO:00:53 Record Device Close
AutoCommit Voice Tracks I - I

Audio Storage Properties
Storage Method

PCM [160i)  ~ Steren

Sample Rate

32 kHz -

The only settings you need be concerned about initially on this page are selection of the
Rehearsal Playback device and Record Device channels. Select the audio channel device
you wish to use for each, using the drop-down list of available audio channels.

Select the Stations tab. We need to create information about one station for which we'll be
doing voice tracks. Initially, the display appears similar to this:

Voice Tracker Preferences @

| General| Stations | Cart Masks | Music Data | User Interface| |ﬁ}

Apply

=l iGeneral -
Station M ame ()
Call Letters .
Station Murnber [E
Woice Track Record Mask Close
= Audio Distribution
Use 64-Mode Dist
Drigtribution List
Owner Node 0
Woice-Track File Extension 1 .DAF 1 .DFF
=I File Locations
Log Path
Source Audio Path
+ Target Voice Track Audio Path
hd i T ks Eila

)

Help

m

2]

@ Defined Stations: 0

Default Station:

Click on the data navigator [+] (Insert) button to add a station. The display changes, similar to
the example here:
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Voice Tracker Preferences @
| General | Stations | Cart Masks | Music Data | User Interface ) ﬁ
[
Select Station v pply
= General - a
Station M ame
Help
Call Letters e
Station Mumber m
Yoice Track Record Mask Close

= Audio Distribution
Use 64-Mode Dist
Dristribution List
Owner Node

m

oice-Track File Extension @ DaF ) .DFF
= File Locations
Log Path
Source Audio Path
Target Yoice Track Audio Path

kA iicim Miaba Fila

JHE)E )

Defined Stations: 1

Default Station:

Station Setup Step-by-Step:

1. Enter a name by which you'll refer to this station and press the [Enter] key. The
cursor advances to the Call Letters field.

2. Fill in the station Call Letters and press the [Enter] key.

3. The station number is the two-character value used in the log file name to identify
the station log —i.e. “$1” — this value must be two (2) characters in length.

4. Press the [Enter] key — this time, a panel pops up, allowing you to create cart
masks that identify for this station the carts that are voice tracks. A typical voice
track mask is “V222", shown as an example.

Voice Tracker Preferences @
| General| Stations | Cart Masks | Music Data | User Interface ) ﬁ
[
Select Station ~ Apply
=l General o a
Station Mame My Station Hel
Call Letters WCRM-Fi Ay

Station Murnber
! ord Mask
= Audio Distribution
Use 64-Mode Dist

Target Yoice Track Audio Path
hd i T ks Eila

51 m

e

Distribution List Add Mask ;
Owner Node -
Edit Mask

Woice-Track File Extension

= File Locations -

Delete Mask

Log Path -
Source Audio Path

Add, Edit, Delete Cart Masks

Close —

] | =]
] E] @mm[ﬂ 3 Defined Stations: 1

Default Station:
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& You can use more than one cart mask to identify voice track carts, but
there must be at least one. When you are finished with the voice track
cart masks, click on the [Close] button on the panel and move to the
next item.

5. The "Use 64-Node Dist” should be checked if you are distributing carts among
more than 16 work stations.

6. When you enter the Distribution List field, a panel pops up, allowing you to select
the work stations (nodes) that the voice track carts you create will be distributed
to. Select the work stations that are to receive voice track carts for this station —
there must be at least one station in the list that is checked for distribution. For
ease in identifying stations in the distribution list, you can [Double-Click] on any
station and edit the description —i.e. "Production Room 1". When you have the
desired distribution, used the [Close] button to hide the panel.

Voice Tracker Preferences @

Gereral | Stations | Cart Masks | Music Data | User Interface

[t Select Station = Set Default Station

= Genm.al ) - (7 )
Station Mame My Station Help
Call Letters WCRM-Fi =
Station Mumber 51 m
Woice Track Record Mazk W

Close

= Audio Distribution
Use 64-Mode Dist

m

Distribution List 1,234 567.891011,1213141516
Owner Node 0
Woice-Track File Extension @ DAF .DFF
=I File Locations

Log Path “AEarlonehnw BDCS
Source Audio Path CATemp

+ Target Voice Track Audio Path  C:ATemp
bdvioie T sba Fila k%

@E“EIEEEEI @@ Defined Stations: 3

Drefault Station: My Station

7. The Owner Node field is used to identify the work station that “owns” the voice
track carts you create — it is applicable to sites that do not have either a Maestro or
DCS system with ACP (Audio Central Plus) or XStudio as the delivery system. The
default value is zero (0) — if you have an ACP system or are using XStudio, you can
leave this value at the default.

8. The Voice-Track File Extension field is used to determine how recorded voice
tracks are finalized. If the target system at the station you are voice tracking for is
an ACP system and you'll be putting finished voice track carts directly into the ACP
audio folders, select the .DFF option — otherwise, the default .DAF option is fine.

9. The Log Path field identifies the location of log files for this station. You must
either enter a path or use the button adjacent to the text area to select a path from
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a pop-up dialog. XStudio Voice Tracker will look in this folder for logs when voice
tracking for this station.

10.The Source Audio Path is the location where your music files (for rehearsal) are
located. Like the Log Path field, you can either enter the path or select it from a
pop-up dialog. If you are working remote from the station, it's likely the music
audio is located on the local PC, if you're working within a station facility, more
than likely the music files are located on a server. In either case, you must have at
least file read privileges in the selected folder.

11.The Target Voice Track Audio Path is the folder where you want voice track carts
that you've recorded to be placed. This folder can be the same location as the
Source Audio Path if desired — and normally would be if you're using XStudio
Voice Tracker in a station complex. On the other hand, if you're working remotely,
it would be desirable to place the voice track carts in a different folder — mainly for
ease in getting them from your location to the station site.

12.The Music Data File field is optional and we'll not use it for this example. In short,
if a music data file is defined, when logs for the station are loaded, song title and
artist information appears on the log.

When you have finished editing the station information, click on the [Post Edit] button on
the navigator bar:

e EE - EREE
Post Changes button
It's the one with a check mark as the graphic — you can float your mouse over the buttons for

hints on their use.

Now that a station has been defined, you can save your settings and start voice tracking —
but to make things visually easier to work with, you may wish to define some general cart
masks and associate log colors with them. If you'd rather just get going on voice tracking,
jump ahead to Step 3 — Voice Tracking!

Cart Filters and Log Colors

To create cart filters, select the Cart Filters tab.
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Voice Tracker Preferences @
General | Stations 'CartMasks'| Music Data | User Interface |ﬁ}
Sample Text A'F-‘F-"E
Category Mame Font Color BkGmd Cart Masks
Help

Close

<Mo data ta display:

B « '

Initially, there are no Cart Filters defined. To create one, either click on the [+] button on the
navigator or touch the [Insert] key. A dialog asking you to provide a name for the new filter
is displayed.

Category Mame @

Enter a Mame:

Voice Tracks

[ OK H Cancel I

We've named this initial filter “Voice Tracks” — so we'll be able to pick out voice track carts
on the log more easily. Click [OK] after typing in the name you've chosen and a second
dialog appears, asking you to enter the first cart mask that will be used with this filter.

Edit Cart Mask =]
Cart Mazk [exactly 4 characters)
WP
[ 0K J [ LCancel J

Cart masks consist of 4 characters and may include a wild-card in any position. The wild-card
character is the question mark (?) character. Here, you can see we've indicated that audio
files (carts) beginning with the letter “V" and containing any combination of 29, 37, and 4t
characters will be included in the filtered list.

You can create as many cart masks for a filter as you need. There is no real limit to the
number of Cart Filters you might create, either.
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Now, you can set the background and text colors that will be used for the carts when
displayed on the log — notice there’'s a sample text area right above the cart mask table that
shows you what the background and text color combination will look like.

Here's a sample of what a typical cart mask list might look like after creating color
combinations for voice tracks, music, jingles and commercials:

Voice Tracker Preferences @
General | Stations EartMasks| Music Data | User Interface| ‘@
Sample Text Apply

Category Mame Font Color BkGmd Cart Masks

Commercials — 77 L)
Jingles | 17 Help
Music —— 77

Woice Tracks R K

Close

L))k « '

& Be sure to save your preference settings when you are done — just click
on the [Apply] button to save the settings.
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1.3

Step 3 - Voice Tracking!

Once you've saved your Preference settings, you'll be returned to the main XStudio Voice
Tracker display. To get started voice tracking a log, select the menu item File | Open Log or
click on the [Open Log] button. A dialog appears, providing the means to select a log:

.ﬁ Select Station and Log Date
Select Station

My Station [ WCRM-F |

sl

Select Date
“ 4 August 2014 L4 L4
Sun Mon Tue whed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 B 7 g
¥ioe Yios | Yioc | ¥ioe
10 11 12 13 14 15 18
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

] [ Cancel ]

LTy

Help

Navigate to the month by using the arrow buttons on the dialog and select a log date. Dates
that have logs available are displayed with a check mark and the word “LOG". When you've

selected a date, click on the [OK] button.

The log will be loaded and displayed, as shown:

f KStudio Voice Tracker : Tuesday Aug 5, 2014 for My Station EI@
Eile Edit View Help -
| 00:00 1 00000 0, & &
Open Leg . Au‘toTrack Na(t vT Sat Amx P\ay Stop Record  Intro Qutro
Hour Totals 3% Dir Type  Relay/ FProd * | Key Map Z
Log Time e CatMo  Description Length Code  Custd Code Title il Fa I
00 -00:59:52 - — | [F1] =Help
01-01:00:55 00:00 LR Load Required Brk 000:00 [F2] = Play
02 -00:57:12 ||00:00:00 Jinz KFKF Jingle - 94FM / UP 000:03 cM [F3] = Stop Play
03-00:57:24 1ggup0:03 M5SC  Thinkn' Prob/David Bal 000:48 M [F4] = Rec/Stop Rec
04 -00:57:27 - [F5] = Intro Play
05 -00:55:27 | MAEUEDE Vool Voice Track Test Cart 000:12 [F&] = Outro Play
06-00:57:12 (|00:01:03 MSOA  Cleopatria - Pam Tilis 001:22 T [F7] = < Unused >
07 -00:55:49 e . [F8] = Mext VT
08 - 00:56:57 00:02:25 J104 KFKF Jingle-Litte Texas 000:03 cMm [Shift8] = Prior VT
09 -00:55:27 ||00:02:28 M50H What Might.Little Texas 002:47 12 [Fs] = Auto-Track
ifl’ -ggﬁ?gg 00:05:15 1101 KFKF Jingle - Down 000:04 M [[Ei% = f;‘lEﬂuEh
- 1350 = Sear
17 -00:56:30 ||00:05:19 Jinz KFKF Jingle - 94FM / UP 000:02 cMm [F13] = 5rch Again
13-00:54:57 | 00:09 Check Xmtr di
B oo e ~ 110 Spot Break 000:00 [SpaceBar] = Set Aux
16 -00:59:37 | 00:05:21 Ts01 Computer City 000:59 ™
17-00:54:57 | |00:06:20 T525 VISA 000:30 cM
18 - 00:56:34 _
19 - 00:54:57 00:06:50 vooz2 Voice Track 000:03
20 - 00:56:30 ||00:06:53 J100 KFKF Jingle-10 in a Row 000:12 cM
21-00:5%57 |{pg:07:05 MS7L Chatahochee-Alan Jackson 001:08 15
22 -00:56:30 ; .
33 _00.5e.az | D0:08:13 M3 I5til Bel.- Vince Gil 001:42 15
00:09:55 J103 KFKF Jingle-K C Mornings 000:07 cM
00:10:02 V701 Voice Track 000:01 VT
00:10:03 M321 Outbound Pla-5uzy Boggus 001:04 08
00:11:07 Jiol KFKF Jingle - Down 000:04 CcM
Anats sanon R Annan e
Wi < ] '
AM[12]1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 W M _‘PM1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 1 _:TTahoms [=ls .
= @ LogHecords: 1635 Music Data Records: O
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For convenience, a key map is displayed as a default, indicating which function keys can be
used for voice tracking.

Recording a Voice Track

To record a voice track with full rehearsal, follow these simple steps:

1. Select the hour of the day you want to voice track from the tool bars at the bottom
of the display.

2. Jump to the first voice track in the hour, using the [F8] key or by clicking on the
[Next VT] button.

3. Ensure the [Auto-Track] button is depressed (as shown).

4. Start the voice track sequence, using the [F4] key or by clicking on the [Record]
button.

The sequence will begin — the last few seconds of the audio cart immediately preceding the
voice track cart on the log is played, recording of the voice track cart starts automatically at
the Aux Mark of the preceding cart. Do your voice work and when you're ready to start the
cart immediately following the voice track, press the [SpaceBar] or click on the [Set Aux]
button. The next element will start playing. When you are done talking, stop the recording by
pressing the [F4] key or clicking on the [Stop Record] button.

To listen back to your work, press the [F2] key or click on the [Play] button. You can stop
playback at any time by pressing the [F3] button or clicking on the [Stop] button.

That's it! You've successfully created your first voice track. To continue tracking the hour,
repeat recording steps 2 — 4 as needed.

Refer to the on-line help or printed manual for additional details.
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